
Recyclate is a Resource
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Who is involved?

• Reprocessors
Aluminium: Glass: Paper: Plastics: Textiles: Composting

• Community Sector
Community Recycling Network UK: CYLCH: ECT 
Recycling: Bryson Recycling: Cleanstream Recycling: 
Community Recycling Network Scotland: Newport 
Wastesavers: Tower Hamlets Community Recycling 
Consortium

• Friends of the Earth

• Straight plc
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What we are asking...

• Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
(Defra) 
– publicly support greater separation of materials at the 

kerbside
– Make carbon footprinting a central plank of local 

authority reporting on waste and recycling

• Local authorities
– examine and debate the financial and environmental 

sense of their recycling collection methods
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MRF Problems

• 5% to 20% of material going into MRF’s is not 
recycled. (WRAP)

• 4% to 9% of material emerging from MRF’s as 
“Paper”, “Aluminium” or “Glass” is actually 
rubbish

• Vast majority of glass passing through MRFs 
only good for road fill – actually contributes CO2
to the atmosphere
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Newspapers and Magazines 
from a MRF



Glass from a MRF



Aluminium Cans from a MRF



Campaign Update

• Quality now at the top of the recycling

agenda
• Jessica Morden MP and other 

MPs pledge support
• Encouraging noises from DEFRA

• Excellent reaction in Wales
• New facilities for Holmen and 

Berrymans indicative of harsh reality
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The Paper Industry Perspective
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A y l e s f o r d   N e w s p r i n t

The Paper Industry Perspective
• The Market

• Why the Quality of Recyclate is important

• Damage to Machinery

• Higher reprocessing costs (incl higher energy usage)

• Poor quality finished product (Doesn’t compete with Virgin 
materials)

• Makes UK reprocessing less competitive
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A y l e s f o r d   N e w s p r i n t

The Paper Industry Perspective

• Exporting

• Segregation at Kerbside

• Two Stream Recycling

• Resorting MRF material

• Differential Pricing
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A y l e s f o r d   N e w s p r i n t

The Paper Industry Perspective

• Recyclate is a Resource

• If youcollect it and treat it like wasteit will always be waste

• Thank you for listening
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